LEPROSY   CAN   BE   CURED
9 Indian medicine for leprosy for hundreds of years, did not
cure the disease, although it alleviated it. But the re-
searches of Sir Leonard Rogers, and more especially of Dr.
Muir, himself a medical missionary, established a new
treatment. This consists in the injection of fairly large
quantities of a certain oil called hydnocarpus which, for-
tunately, is very cheap in Travancore, where it has been
used for many years as a lamp oil. If done in the proper
way, the injection of this oil once or twice a week has
become a really wonderful thing. For leprosy is no longer
an incurable disease. Our leper patients are no longer
doomed to stay in an infirmary for the rest of their lives.
Our Leper Home is no more a living grave. True, some of
the advanced cases will never get a chance of cure; but
the earlier and slighter cases will every one see their homes
again, if they adhere faithfully to the treatment. At the
present tune, we can practically guarantee a cure for every
leper who has not had his complaint more than five years.
It may take a long time—six months, a year, even two
years—but so long as the disease has not been established
for more than four or five years, the patient has every
chance of going home again, with a certificate in his pocket
saying that he is free from all danger to his fellow-men.1
Think what .that means to the leper, who, a few years ago,
was condemned to realize that his disease was incurable.
* Exercise and work are always beneficial to a leper under
treatment, and help to make his treatment effective. We
could not give our lepers exercise to any extent as long as
they were confined to a small asylum with only an acre of
ground around it. As soon, therefore, as it was realized
that, under modern treatment, leprosy is curable, we
started to make plans for a new and more up-to-date
Leper Home, built in a style that admitted fresh air*
and in a large compound of several acres in which foot-
1 Nobody is sent home until three pathological examinations have
proved to be negative to leprosy bacilli. These examinations are
done on all patients at intervals of three months.
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